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methods of claims 72-76. Claims 78-79 relate to pharmaceutical 
compositions comprising such identified test chemicals. 

No technical features of the substances are present in claims 78-79 which 
would lead to desirable (pharmaceutical) properties, the technical 
features formulated so as to permit the execution of a meaningful search. 
The very broad range of compound types given as possible test chemicals 
on page 15, line 33 to page 16, line 4 does not provide a disclosure 
(Article 5 PCT) enabling the skilled man to carry out the invention to 
which claims 77-79 relate. Claims 77-79 could be considered to be 
partially supported (Art. 6 PCT) and partially disclosed (Art. 5 PCT) in 
the description describes tests with capase inducers and 
(page 67 lines 12-21) and with radicicol and geldanamycin, 
of HRV 2A protease activity (page 71, lines 2-20). However in 
the compounds in question are known. In effect, claims 77-79 
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description (Article 5 PCT). 
Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity 
(Article 6 PCT) An attempt is made to define the compound by reference 
to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present 
case is such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the 
claimed scope impossible. 
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is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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